
 
 

Reception Long Term Curriculum Map 
 

KEY FOCUS THROUGH ALL ACTIVITIES - READING, LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, SELF REGULATION, PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

“We understand that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates- physically, cognitively, linguistically, socially and 
emotionally” 

       Autumn 1         Autumn 2        Spring 1        Spring 2         Summer 1      Summer 2 

  
 

          General  
           Themes                

 
 
 
 
 

NB: These themes may  be 
adapted at various  points 

to allow for children’s 
interests to  flow through the 

provisIon 
 
 
 

All about me! 
 

  
 

Baseline/ Starting school / 
My 

new class /  People Who 
Help Us (in school, at 

home, in the community) 
/ My family / Self portraits 

(similarities and 
differences)  / Body parts 

/ Senses / Feelings  / 
Birthdays  

Traditional 
Tales! 

 
 
 

Sign4 Stories/ Story 
Retelling/ Alternative 

versions. 
 

Christmas- Nativity/  
Elf on the Shelf 

Journeys 
 

 
 

Exploring Journeys 
Compare and contrast 

Antarctica and where in 
the world we live?   

Comparing different 
locations,  buildings, 

animals, weather, 
following simple maps 

 

Transport 
 

 
 

How do we get to 
places? Air, land and 
water, Where in the 

world have you been? 
Unusual types of 

transport/  Transport past 
and present 

Growing and 
Changing  

        
 
 

Plants and Flowers,  
Growing vegetables, 

Planting seeds, Minibeasts, 
observational drawings,  

Life cycles, Healthy Eating   

Amazing 
Animals 

 
 
 

            
 
 

 
 

Dinosaurs, fossils, things in 
the past,  Zoo animals, 

Animals and their 
babies/ comparison with 
farm animals/ Transition 

to Year 1 
 



Key texts/ poems / 
websites 

 
 

Key Texts:  
All are Welcome 

Pete the Cat 
Colour Monster goes to 

School 
 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears/ Goldilocks and 

Just One Bear 
Autumn(Non-fiction) 

 
Possible other texts; 

Starting School Books 
Kipper’s Birthday 

Pumpkin Soup 
 

Poetry: 
Nursery Rhymes / audios 

 
Golden Rules books 

We are honest  
We are gentle  
We work hard  

We are kind and helpful 
We look after property   

We listen 

Key Texts: 
   Jack and the Beanstalk 
 The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
 

Possible other texts; 
Jim and the Beanstalk 

The Three Billy Goats Fluff 
  

Christmas; 
Christmas Story  

Nativity  
Stickman  

The Snowman   
 

Websites: 
‘Poppies’ on CBeebies - 

Children’s  
 

Non- Fiction Texts; 
Fireworks 

Diwali- Rama and Sita 
Lighting a lamp 

Remembrance Day 
 

Poetry: 
Nursery Rhymes / Poetry 

Basket 

Key Texts: 
What the Ladybird 

Heard  
The Snail and the Whale 

 
Possible other texts; 

What the Ladybird heard 
Next 

Lost and Found 
 

Chinese New Year 
The Great Race 

Lanterns and Firecrackers 
 

Non Fiction Text 
Antarctica 

 
Internet Safety 

Once Upon A  Time Online 
 

Poetry: 
Nursery Rhymes / Poetry 

Basket 
 
 

Key texts: 
Room on the Broom 

The Flying Bath 
 

Possible other texts; 
Little People Big Dreams- 
Neil Armstrong/ Amelia 

Earheart 
 

Non Fiction Text 
Things that Go 

 
Easter 

Mr Wolfs Pancakes 
Mama Panya’s Pancakes 

 
Poetry: 

Nursery Rhymes / Poetry 
Basket 

Key texts: 
One Bean 

Mad about Minibeasts 
 
 

Possible other texts; 
Be a Cress Barber 

The Hungry Caterpillar 
Jaspers Beanstalk 

A Tiny Seed 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

A Seed in Need 
 

Poetry: 
Nursery Rhymes / Poetry 

Basket 

Key texts: 
If the Dinosaurs came 

back 
     The View at the Zoo 
 

Possible other texts; 
How to grow a dinosaur 

Mary Anning 
Rumble in theJungle 

           Dear Teacher 
 

Poetry: 
Nursery Rhymes / Poetry 

Basket 

Key people 
 

New teachers 
Mrs Rayner 

School Nurse 
School cooks 

School site team 

Katja O Neil (Sign 4 
Rhyme) 

Father Ioan Nazarcu (St 
Matthew’s Church) 

Kandinsky 
Marcus Rashford 

 

Julia Donaldson 
Robert Falcon Scott 

Neil Armstrong  
Tim Peake 

Amelia Earhart 
 

Eric Carle 
Dentist  

Nurse (First Aid) 
Shaheen (Mosque) 

Manisha Patel (Temple) 
 

           Mary Anning 
          Henri Rousseau 
           New teachers 

 

Enrichment Days / 
Weeks 

 

Transition Booklet 
Autumn 

Favourite Songs and 
Rhymes   

Black History Month- 
October  

National Poetry Day  
 
 

Diwali  
Bonfire Night 

Remembrance Day 
Anti- Bullying Week 

Nursery Rhyme Week  
St Andrew's Day 

Christmas sing along  
Children in Need  

Culture Day- Children to 
dress up and bring foods 

from their culture) 
Black history Month 

Storytelling Week 
Chinese New Year 

(Rabbit) 
Internet Safety Day   

Valentines Day 
Visitors from Antarctica 

   
 
 

 

Pancake Day 
Easter time   

Mother’s Day   
Easter Egg Hunt  
Science Week 
Road Safety 

Start of Ramadan   
Eid  

Chicks 
Butterflies 

 

 



Trips,Visits and 
Performances 

 

Popes Meadow 
Autumn Walk 

Sign 4 Rhyme- Katja 
Panto  

St Matthew's Church visit  
Nativity sing along 

( For parents) 
Kandinsky Art Gallery 

 (For parents) 

              Library Trip 
      Dance Performance 
       Music Performance 
             (For Parents) 
 
             
                                            

    Spring walk- Hightown      
        Train / Bus station 
          

 

          Stockwood Park 
(Exploring Nature/ Transport  
                in the Past) 
Celebration Class assemblies 
            

        Whipsnade Zoo 
 Summer Walk- (Music   
              in the Park) 
  

 
Communicatio

n and 
Language 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children will be playing and learning in a language rich environment and introduced to a wide range of new vocabulary. They will hear new 
vocabulary and language through story-telling, role play and daily conversations. Children will be encouraged to practise using the new vocabulary and language with 
careful examples from adults. 
 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the 
foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich 
environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build 
children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 
extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, 
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using 
a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. (Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021) 

Welcome to Reception 
Settling in activities, 

making friends, children 
talking about 

experiences that are 
familiar to them, rhyming 
and alliteration, familiar 

print, sharing facts about 
me! Model talk routines 
throughout the day e.g. 

“Good morning , how are 
you?”Golden Rules. 

Chatterbugs 

Tell me a story! 
Settling in activities, 

develop vocabulary, 
discovering passions, tell 

me a story- retelling stories, 
sign 4 stories,  story 

language, word hunts, 
listening and responding 

to stories, following 
instructions, taking part in 
discussions,understanding 
how to listen carefully and 
why listening is important, 

use new vocabulary 
through the day, choose 
books that will develop 

their vocabulary. 
Chatterbugs 

Tell me why! 
Using language well, asks 
how and why questions, 

discovering passions, retell 
a story with story 

language, asks questions 
to find out more and to 
check they understand 
what has been said to 

them, describe events in 
some detail, listen to and 
talk about stories to build 

some  familiarity and 
understanding, learn 

rhymes, poems and songs, 
Lift off to Language 

Talk it through! 
Describe events in detail, 

time connectives, 
discovering passions, Use 
picture cue cards to talk 
about an object, what 

colour is it? Where would 
you find it? Sustained 

focus when listening to a 
story, Lift off to Language 

What happened! 
Show and Tell, Weekend 

News, Discovering passions 
re read some books so 

children learn the 
language necessary to talk 
about what is happening in 
each illustration and relate 
it to their own lives, Lift off 

to Language 

Time to share! 
Show and tell, weekend 

news, discovering 
passions, read aloud 

books to children that 
extend their knowledge 

of the world and illustrate 
a currant topic, select 

books containing 
photographs and 

pictures, for example 
places in different 

weather conditions and 
seasons, Lift off to 

language 



 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children will be given important life skills about how to manage their own feelings, become more independent and how to get along with 
others. They will be guided in goal setting, being positive and having confidence in themselves. They will be supported in play and interactions with each other to build good 
friendships and communicate effectively.  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. 
Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive 9 relationships with adults enable 
children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set 
themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and 
guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other 
children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can 
achieve at school and in later life. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 

Happy Centred 
Schools  

Focus for each half term 

 
 

Positive  
Relationships   

 To adapt social skills 
into a new setting, 
make friends and 
build relationships 

with adults.  
 

● What is 
belonging? 

● What is a 
feeling and 
how can I tell 
what others are 
feeling? 

● Listening with 
others 

● How can I play 
with others? 

● We are good 
friends 

● Working as a 
team 

Confidence 
To see themselves  

as a valuable individual. 
 

● What makes us 
confident- what does 
it look like? 

● I am special! What are 
we good at? 

● Difference between 
being good and 
confident 

● What to do if 
something is not easy 

● What to do if others 
are not confident 

● Movie- Reflecting on 
how they have grown 
in confidence 

Support  
Learning to ask for help, 
who is able to help, in 

different situations. 
 

● What is support? 
● Why it is  important to 

listen when supporting 
● How to support our 

friends 
● Support scenarios- 

What would you do? 
● Children think of 

pledge to support at 
home- what could 
they do? 

● How did you find it 
supporting at home? 
What was easy/ hard? 

Coping Skills 
Feelings, resilience, 

self regulation. Basic first 
aid, Being hurt and what 

to do. 
 

● What is resilience? 
setting targets 

● When things are 
hard- how does this 
make us feel? How 
can we change that 
feeling? 

● Reflecting on the 
‘bad feeling’ and 
finding ways to cope 

● Recapping on 
coping skills and the 
meaning of 
resilience, who can 
support us?  

● First Aid - Being 
hurt/What can we 
use to help? (DC to 
visit) 

● First Aid - Bites and 
stings  

Growing and Caring 
for Ourselves 

Looking after yourself and 
keeping yourself safe, Body 

parts  
 

● How can I look after 
myself? (dressing and 
washing)  

● How do I protect 
myself from the sun? 

● Are some parts of my 
body private? 

● What types of feelings 
could I encounter in 
life? 

● What should I do if I 
feel unsafe or 
worried? Who could I 
talk to? What words 
might I use? 

Achievement and 
Success 

Celebrating recent 
achievements  and 

recognising how we got 
their 

 
● Celebrating their 

own acheivements 
● Celebrating others 

achievements 
● Resilience to 

achieve goals 
● Perseverance  

Physical 
Development 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children will practise physical activity all throughout their day; they will be a mixture of big and small movements. They will join in with lots of 
games to help develop their strength, balance and spatial awareness which will support in improving their hand-eye co-ordination. 

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop 
incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through 
tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can 
support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing 
healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and 
varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow 
children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 



Gross Motor  
 

   Focus for each 
half term (PE) 

Big Moves and                   
Spacial Awareness 
● Follow simple 

instructions 
● Share their ideas with 

others 
● Explore activities 

making own decisions 
in response to a task 

● Make decisions about 
where to move in 
space 

● Follow a path 
● Begin to identify 

personal success 
● Jumping, rolling, 

crawling, hopping, 
skipping and running  

Gym 
● Create shapes showing 

a basic 
●  level of stillness using 

different parts of their 
bodies 

● Begin to take weight on 
different body parts 

● Show shapes and 
actions that stretch their 
bodies 

● Copy and link simple 
actions together 

 

Dance          
● Copy basic body actions 

and rhythms 
● Choose and use 

travelling actions, shapes 
and balances 

● Travel in different 
pathways using the 
space around them 

● Begin to use dynamics 
and expression with 
guidance 

● Begin to count to music 

Ball Skills 
● Drop and catch 
        with two hands 
● Hit a ball with your 

hands 
● Throw and roll a variety 

of   beanbags and 
larger balls to space 

● Kick larger balls to space 
● Stop a beanbag or 

large ball sent to them 
using hands 

● Move a ball with feet 
● Attempt to stop a large 

ball sent to them using 
feet 

 
 

Athletics and Races 
● Run and stop  
     with some control 
● Jump and hop with bent 

knees 
● Throwing larger balls and 

beanbags into a space 
● Explore skipping as a 

travelling action 
● Balance whilst stationary 

and on the move 
● Change direction at a 

slow pace 
● Explore moving different 

body parts together 
 

 

Games 
● Run and stop when 

Instructed 
● Move around showing 

limited awareness of 
others 

● Make simple decisions 
in response to a 
situation 

   Fine Motor  
(Funky Fingers- Change 

twice a week 
depending on 

children's interests 
 

Threading, cutting, weaving,  
playdough, Fine Motor 
activities.  Manipulate 
objects with good fine  

motor skills.   Hold 
pencil/paintbrush beyond 

the whole hand grasp. 
Develop pencil grip. 

Threading, cutting, weaving,  
playdough, Fine Motor 

activities.  Develop muscle 
tone to put pencil  pressure on 
paper. Draw lines and circles 
using gross motor movements.  
Use tools to  effect changes to 
materials. Show preference for 
dominant hand. Engage and 

guide children in what to  
draw, write or copy. 

Threading, cutting, weaving,  
playdough, Fine Motor activities. 
Teach and  model correct letter 
formation.  Handle tools, objects, 

construction  and malleable 
materials with  increasing control  

Encourage children to draw 
freely. Holding small Items /  

button clothing /  cutting with 
scissors. 

Threading, cutting, weaving, 
Playdough, 

Fine Motor activities.  Hold 
the pencil effectively with a 
comfortable grip. Begin to 

form letters correctly.  

Threading, cutting, playdough 
fine motor activities, Develop 

pencil grip, Forms recognisable 
letters most correctly  formed. 

Use one hand constantly for fine 
motor tasks, cut along a straight 

line with scissors, start to cut 
along a curved line (circle)/ 

draw a cross 

Threading, cutting, 
playdough fine motor 
activities, Form letters 

correctly using the tripod grip, 
copy a square, begin to draw 

diagonal lines, like in a 
triangle, start to colour inside 
the lines of a picture, begin to 

show accuracy and care 
when drawing, build things 

with small linking blocks. 

Literacy At St Matthew’s Primary School children’s early literacy will begin with talking and singing which then moves on to picture books and recognising logos. Children will develop 
a love of reading and writing by being given creative and inviting opportunities to engage them in the joy of reading and writing to help improve their skills.  

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 
(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) 
they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 
(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 



Word Reading 
 

Re-read books to build up 
their confidence in word 

reading, their fluency and 
their understanding and 

enjoyment.  

Initial sounds, oral 
blending, CVC sounds, 
reciting known stories, 
listening to stories with 
attention and recall. 

Help children to read the 
sounds speedily. This will 
make sound-blending 

easier 
Listen to children read 
aloud, ensuring books 

are consistent with their 
developing phonic 

knowledge. 
 

Traditional tales, 
identifying characters and 

settings. 

Rhyming, Alliteration, 
Knows that print is read 

from left to right.  

Show children how to use 
one finger at a time as 
they say each sound. 

Blend sounds into words, 
so that they can read 

short words made up of 
known letters. 

For common exception 
words such as ‘the’, help 

children identify the sound 
that is tricky to spell.  

Julia Donaldon- 
Characters, settings, story 

structure (beginning, 
middle, end) 

Uses vocabulary and forms 
of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by 
their experiences of books. 

Help children to become 
familiar with digraphs/ 

trigraphs, such as ‘sh’, ‘ch’, 
‘th’, ‘ee’ ‘or’ ‘igh’. Spotting 

digraphs within words.  

Provide opportunities for 
children to read words 
containing digraphs/ 

trigraphs: ‘that’,‘night’.  

Julia Donaldon-Rhyming 
words and strings, 

Listen to children read 
some longer words made 

up of a letter- sound 
correspondences they 
know; rabbit, jumping. 

Provide opportunities for 
children to read captions 
and sentences containing 

words with digraphs/ 
trigraphs: Joan might go 

with us 

Reading descriptions of 
minibeast/ Instructions for 

planting a bean. 
 

 Non-fiction texts 

Naming letters of the 
alphabet. Distinguishing 
capital letters and lower 

case letters. 

Recognise Phase 3 
common exception words. 

 

Reading simple 
sentences with fluency.  

Reading CVCC and 
CCVC words confidently. 

Recognising adjacent  
consonants 

(ccvcc/ cccvc/cccvcc) 

Real and Fake words 

Recognise Phase 4 
common exception 

words. 

 

Comprehension Joining in with rhymes 
and showing an interest 
in stories with repeated 
refrains.  Environment 

print. Having a favourite 
story/rhyme. Understand 

the five key concepts 
about print: - print has 
meaning - print can 

have different purposes - 
we read English text from 
left to right and from top 
to bottom - the names of 

the different parts of a 
book 

Sequencing familiar 
stories through the use of 
pictures to tell the story. 

Recognising initial 
sounds. Engage in 

extended conversations 
about stories, learning 

new vocabulary. 
 

Retell stories related to 
events through acting and 
role play. Retelling stories 
using images and actions 
to retell the story – Story 
Maps.  Editing of story 

maps and orally retelling 
new stories.  

 
Sequence story – use 

vocabulary of beginning, 
middle and end. 

 
Prediction for end of story. 

 
Enjoys an increasing range 

of books. 
 

Non-Fiction Focus 
(Autumn)  

 

Making up stories with 
themselves as the main 

character – Using 
Helicopter Stories.  

Retell a story with actions 
and / or picture prompts as 
part of a group - Use story 

language when acting out 
a narrative.  

Prediction of what might 
happen next. 

Hot seating characters 

Encourage children to 
record stories through 

picture drawing and mark 
making. 

 

 

  

 

Stories from other cultures 
and traditions (Mama 

Panya's Pancakes) 

Uses vocabulary and 
forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by 
their experiences of 

books. 

Rhyming Words 

They develop their own 
narratives and 

explanations by 
connecting ideas or 

events. 

Can explain the main 
events of a story  

Can draw pictures of 
characters/ events / 

settings in a story. May 
include labels, sentences or 

captions. 

Non- fiction Focus  
(How Things Grow)- 

Retrieving information from 
a book. 

 
 

 

Can draw pictures of 
characters/ events / 

settings in a story 

Listen to stories, 
Accurately anticipating 
key events & respond to 

what they hear with 
relevant comments, 

questions and reactions. 

Make predictions 

Beginning to understand 
that a non-fiction is a 

non-story- it gives 
information instead. 

Fiction means story. - Can 
point to the front cover, 
back cover, spine, blurb, 

illustration, author and 
title. 

 



Writing Starting School-  
Making marks 
Patterns and Pencil 
Control 
 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears-  Story Map 
Writing Names and 
drawing favourite 
characters 
Big Write- Family picture 
 
Mark making, giving  
meaning to marks. Writing 
and beginning to use 
initial sounds to label  
characters / images. 
Writing names, labels and 
drawing diagrams 

 
 

Jack and the Beanstalk- 
Story Map 
Draw what they would find 
at the top of their 
beanstalk. 
 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff- 
Story Map 
Design and label a giant 
 
 
Big Write- Labelling CVC 
words 
 
Writing names, labels and 
lists using initial sounds. 
Writing CVC words. 
Retelling and sequencing 
stories. Drawing story maps. 
Teaching which part of the 
common exception word is 
‘tricky’ to spell.  
 

What the Ladybird Heard.-  
Map Drawing 
Wanted poster  
 
 
The Snail and the Whale.- 
Write a postcard  
Choose a destination - ‘I 
can go to the…’ 
 
Big Write- Writing labels and 
a caption 
 
Writing some of the 
common exception  words 
such as ‘I,  to, the, no, go, 
into’. Writing CVC  words. 
Writing for a purpose using   
phonetically plausible  
attempts at words. 
Beginning to form 
lowercase and capital 
letters correctly. Starting 
to leave finger spaces.  

Room on the Broom-  
Story map 
Potion writing 
 
 
Flying Bath- Design their 
own unusual type of 
transport- where would 
you go? 
 
Big write-  Potion Recipe 
 
Writing labels, captions 
and simple sentences to 
accompany story maps.  
Writing for a purpose 
using   
phonetically plausible  
attempts at words, 
beginning to use finger  
spaces and full stops. 
Beginning to form 
lowercase and capital 
letters.  
 

One Bean (information text)- 
Instructions for planting, 
Bean diary  
 
 
Mad about minibeasts - 
Descriptions, comparing 
minibeasts   
 
 
Big Write- Minibeast  
Description 
 
Writing instructions and 
diary recount.  Writing 
sentences using a range 
of common exception 
words spelt correctly. 
Using finger spaces, full 
stops and capital letters. 
Capital and lowercase 
letters and correctly 
formed. Writing 
descriptions using 
rhyming words. Write 2 
sentences.  

If the Dinosaurs came 
back Report / Story about 
the dinosaurs coming 
back 
 
The View at  the Zoo- 
Comparison of zoo 
animals and farm animals.  
 
 
Big Write- Story with 
beginning, middle and 
end. (if the dinosaurs 
came back) 
 
Change settings, 
characters and elements 
of familiar texts as a 
model for writing your 
own stories (innovation). 
Write up to three 
sentences with a 
beginning, middle and 
end.  

 

Handwriting  
 
 

Dough Disco/ Squiggle While You Wiggle Squiggle Me Into a Writer 
(Whiteboards and Pens) 

Squiggle Me Into a Writer 
(Handwriting Books) 

 
         Phonics 

Phase 1 Recap/ 
Phase 2 

 
Phase 2 

 
Phase 3 

 
Phase  3 

 
Phase 4 

 
Phase 4 

 
 

Mathematics 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children’s early mathematics will begin with practical activities, games and songs. They will have access to lots of resources and plenty of 
time to experiment, revisit skills they have learnt to develop a deeper level of understanding. Children will have a passion for maths and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count 
confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied 
opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a 
secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children 
to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and 
interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make 
mistakes. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 



     
 
 
 

 Focus for each 
half term 

Number 
Match and sort 
Compare amounts  
(More/ Fewer) 
Representing and 
comparing 1, 2, 3 
Composition of 1, 2, 3 
 
Measure 
Compare size, mass and 
capacity 
 
Pattern 
Exploring pattern (AB) 
recognising, continuing 
and creating) 
 
Shape 
Circles and triangles  
Sorting and matching 
shapes 
 
Spatial Thinking 
Positional language 

Number  
Introduce 0 
Representing numbers to 5 
5 frames 
Comparing numbers to 5 
Compare amounts  (More/ 
Fewer) 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
One more and one less 
More/ fewer 
Composition of 4 and 5  
 
Shape 
Shapes with 4 sides 
Comparing shapes 
 
Measure 
Time (Night and day) 
Sequencing Day 
Measuring  time 
Capacity, Weight 
 
 

Number 
Numbers 6, 7, 8 
Building 9 and 10 
Comparing numbers to 10 
Bonds to 10 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
Making pairs / combining 2 
groups 
Bonds to 10 
 
Shape 
3D shape 
Sorting shapes 
Comparing shapes 
 
Measure 
Length and Height  
Time  
 
Pattern 
Exploring pattern (AAB)  
Copy, continue and create 
patterns 
 
 

Number 
Build numbers beyond 10 
Count patterns beyond 10 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
Building numbers beyond 
10 
Adding more 
Taking Away 
Bonds to 10 
 
Spatial Thinking 
Spatial reasoning (match, 
rotate, manipulate)  
Spatial reasoning 
(compose and 
decompose) 
 
 

Number and Shape 
Investigate relationships 
between numbers and 
shapes 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
Doubling 
Sharing and grouping  
 
Place Value 
Evens and odds 
 
Spatial Thinking 
Spatial reasoning (visualise 
and build)  
Spatial reasoning (mapping) 
 
Pattern 
Complex patterns 
 
 

Consolidation 
 
Number 
Consolidation of key skills - 
subitising, counting, 
composition, sorting and 
matching, comparing 
and ordering 

 
Understanding 

the World 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children will be guided to learn about the physical world, community around them and their place within it. They will be provided with 
opportunities to explore and be curious about the natural world and meet important members of the community.  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences 
increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, 
nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, 
technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. 
Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 



   Focus for each 
half term 

People Who Help Us 
Identifying their family. 

Commenting on photos, 
naming who they can 
see and what relation 

they are. 
 

Can talk about what they 
do with their family. Can 

draw similarities and 
differences with others 

 
Navigating around our 

classroom (Map) 
 

People who help us in 
school- Who are they? 

What do they do 
Introduce different 

occupations- People who 
help us in our community-  

uniforms, emergency 
vehicles, equipment, 

places of work. 
 
  
 

 
 

 

All Around the World  
Where in the world do we 

live?  
Talk about their home 

and what there is to do 
near their home. - Map, 
google maps, High Town 

 
Comparing other schools 
and homes around the 
world  to where we live. 

 
Discuss how they got to 

school and what mode of 
transport they use 

 
What does their home 

look like and compare to 
homes around the world- 
(photos, drawing, painting 

and constructing their 
homes). 

 
Children comment on 

weather, culture, clothing, 
housing 

 
Introduce children to a 

range of fictional 
characters and creatures  
from stories and to begin 

to differentiate these 
characters from real 

people .Share different  
cultures versions of famous 

fairytales 
 
 

Exploring Antarctica 
Recap- where in the world 

do we live?  
 

 Where is Antarctica? 
Locate the South Pole on 

a map and a globe. 
 

Compare features of 
Antarctica to High Town in 

Luton. 
 

Comparing locations,  
buildings, animals, 

weather, simple maps- 
Learning animal  names 
and describing (animals 

environments) 
 
Similarities and differences 

of features, including 
states of  matter such as 
ice, insulation (linked to 

clothing and animal skins).  
 

Floating and Sinking  
 

Visitors - adults who have 
worked in Antarctica 

(documentary maker and 
explorer). Explore first-

hand photos and 
resources (clothing, eye 
protection, seal skin, seal 

teeth). 
 

Share non fiction texts that 
offer an insight into 

contrasting environments. 
 

Transport 
(Now & Then) 

On land- Cars, trucks, 
vans, lorries, bikes, trains 
(Trip to the train station 

) 
In air- (Hot air balloons, 
rockets (travelling to the 
moon)-significant figures  

Neil Armstrong 
 

On sea- Boats, ships, 
canoes, jets, Submarine 

(Floating and sinking) 
 

Transport in the past 
● How did people get 

to places? 
● Similarities and 

differences 
● How have they 

changed? 
● How did they work? 
● Significant figure- 

Amelia Earhart 
(Trip to stockwood Park) 

 
Recycling  

● What is recycling? 
● Why do we recycle? 
● What can we 

recycle at school? 
● How can we take 

care of our local 
environment? 

 

Growing and 
changing  

(Flowers, plants and 
vegetables) 

Investigating bulbs and 
seeds, 

 
Parts of plant 

 
Learning what plants need 

to grow. 
 

The importance of weather, 
 

Why do birds and minibeast 
need flowers,  

 
Lifecycle of a plant, 

observational  drawings 
 

Comparing fruits and 
vegetables, Where do they 

grow? 
 

How do plants/ vegetables  
change as they grow? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazing Animals 
(Now & Then) 

 (Dinosaurs, Zoo/ Jungle/ 
People) 

Where dinosaurs are now 
and begin to understand 

they were alive a very 
long time ago. (Extinct) 

 
Types of dinosaurs 

Herbivores/ carnivores/ 
omnivores 

 
Learn about what a 

palaeontologist  is and 
how they explore really 

old artefacts.  
 

Introduce Mary Anning as 
the first female to find a 

fossil. 
 

What can we do to take 
care of animals 

 
Compare jungle/ zoo 

and farm animals 
 

How have the children 
grown themselves? What 
did they need to grow ? 
How have they changed 

themselves? 
 
 



      Come Outside! 
Draw attention to the immediate 

environment, introducing and 
modelling new vocabulary. 

Encourage interactions with the 
outdoors to foster curiosity  and give 
children freedom to use their senses. 

Seasons and Senses 
● What is the Forest 

School Area? 
● Using my senses 

outside 
● Autumn Season 
● What are natural 

materials? 
● What grows in 

Autumn? 
● Autumn Walk 

Seasons and Celebrations 
● Bonfire Night and 

wildlife 
● Animals in Autumn 
● Birds in Autumn 
● Trees in Autumn 
● Festive stars 
● Stickman 

Whittling and Den 
Building 

● What is Whittling? 
● Using a peeler to 

whittle 
● What to use whittled 

sticks for 
● How to build a den 
● Designing a den 
● Building a den 

Spring into Action 
● Spring into Action 
● Bundle of Buds 
● Green can be Seen 
● Busy Birds 
● Buzzy Bees 
● Spring Walk 

 
 

Minibeasts 
● Minibeast Hunt 
● Worms (Observational 

drawings) 
● Caterpillars/  Life Cycle 

of a butterfly 
● Observational 

drawings of a butterfly 
● Snails- Observational 

drawings 
● Bug Hotel- taking care 

of minibeasts 

Summer Sunshine 
● Signs of Summer 
● Clay flower imprints 
● Shadows 
● Super summer fruit 
● Fruit painting 
● Summer Walk 

 
 
 

 

RE 
 

Where do we belong? 
● I am special 
● Who am I? 
● God loves everyone 
● Traditional Christian 

baptism 
● Children being 

welcomed into 
different faiths or 
belief 

● We are all special 

Why is Christmas Special 
to Christians? 

● Unique and precious 
● Special stories about 

Jesus in the Bible 
● Christians celebrating 

Jesus’s birthday 
● Special things 

Christians do at 
Christmas to share 
God’s love 

● How does the 
Christmas story tell  

● Christians they are 
precious to God 

Why is the Word God 
Special to Christians? 

● Animals from around 
the world 

● The Creation Story 
● Praising the creator 
● The Harvest 
● The World is Amazing! 
●  What have we 

done? 
 

Why is Easter special for 
Christians? 

● New life 
● Palm Sunday 
● Bible- Palm Sunday 
● The Cross 
● Easter Garden 
● Celebrating Easter 

Which places are special? 
● Why are places 

special 
● Where is special to me 
● Mosque a special 

place for Muslims 
● Comparing a church 

and Mosque 
● Another faith - 

Jehovah Witness 
(depending on 
cohort) 

● Our own special place 
Visit to a Church/ Mosque 

Which stories are 
special? 

● What is your 
favourite story? 

● Christian special 
stories 

● Hindu special stories 
● Muslim special 

stories- 
● Jewish special 

stories 
● Jewish and Christian 

special stories 

 
Expressive Arts 

and Design 

At St Matthew’s Primary School children will be shown a range of ways to express their feelings and ideas such as music and using different materials. They will be 
encouraged to use their imagination and be curious about what they are creating. Children will always have the opportunities to be creative so they can always be 
practising and building upon their skills. 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with 
the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for 
developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage, 2021) 



    Focus for each 
half term 

Lines and Shapes 
● Drawing lines 
● Drawing lines to 

create a shape 
● Drawing lines and 

shapes to create a 
picture 

● Drawing a self- 
portrait 

● Drawing a person 
● Adding materials to 

a drawing 
 

Kandinsky 
● Who is Wassily 

Kandinsky 
● Matching colours to 

feelings 
● Making colours 

lighter/ darker 
● Printing circles 
● What makes a good 

circle 
 
 
 
 

Helicopter Stories 
● What is Roleplay? 
● Using props for Role 

play  
● Making props for      

Role play 
● Using our imagination 

to create stories 
● Making and 

performing Helicopter 
Stories 

Magnificent Things 
● What is construction? 
● Following instructions 

to build something 
● How can we use 

recyclable materials 
to construct? 

● Design 
● Make 
● Evaluate 

Eric Carle 
● Exploring making 

marks using different 
tools to make different 
effects 

● Experimenting with 
colour 

● Creating texture 
● Transient art 
● Collaging materials 
● Joining materials 
Adding to work each week 
to produce a piece of art 

for an Art Gallery. 

Sculpture and 3D 
● Clay and Playdough 
● 3D Landscape Art 
● Designing animal 

sculptures 
● Creating animal 

sculptures 
● Painting Animal 

sculptures 
 
 
 

Music 
Kapow 

 
 

     Exploring Sounds 
● Vocal Sounds 
● Body Sounds 
● Instrumental Sounds 
● Environmental 

Sounds 
● Nature Sounds 

 

        Celebration Music 
● Diwali Music 
● Hanukkah Music 
● Kwanzaa Music 
● Traditional Christmas 

Music 
● Christmas Action 

Songs 
● Performance to 

parents 

             Music and Movement 
● Action Songs 
● Finding the Beat 
● Exploring Tempo 
● Exploring Tempo and 

Pitch through Dance 
● Music and Movement 

Performance 
 

           Musical Stories 
● Moving to Music 
● Using instruments to 

represent characters 
● Storytelling with 

Actions 
● Using Instruments to 

represent actions 
● Musical story 

composition 
● Musical story 

performance 

           Big Band 
● What makes an 

instrument 
● Introduction to 

Orchestra 
● Follow the Beat 
● Tuned and Untuned 

Instruments 
● Big Band Performance 

 
 

 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

 

 


