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Welcome

Dear Parents and Carers,

This handbook has been put together by your child’s year group
to set out the routines, expectations and curriculum you and
your child will experience in this year group. It tells you which
days PE is on, details about homework….it is your one stop shop
for essential information about your child’s year group.

We hope it gives you all the information you need to be
confident in knowing what to do each day and how you help
your child’s learning thrive.

It also tells you who is who  in your child’s year group, so you
know who to approach should you have any queries or
questions.

Ms Thomas



Safeguarding
St. Matthew’s Primary School is committed to creating a happy and safe environment for our
children to learn.

This section will help you understand how we keep your children safe by telling you:

● How we identify possible harm
● What we must do to keep your child safe from harm
● What you must do as a parent to help your child be safe and enjoy school

Child Protection
This is an important subject in which all staff receive training. Our priority is to work with you
but there may be times when we have to involve other people.

Everybody has a responsibility to keep all children under the age of 18 safe. Harm is identified in
four ways:

Neglect - This is when a child is not being taken care of by those caring for them. It can be poor
hygiene, poor diet, not keeping appointments for additional support, not coming to school or
being left home alone.

Emotional - This is when a child is made to feel frightened, worthless or unloved. It can be by
shouting, using threats or making fun of someone. It can also be when children see their
parents, or other adults fighting or using violence.

Physical - This is when a child is deliberately hurt or injured.

Sexual - This is when a child is influenced or forced to take part in a sexual activity. This can be a
physical activity or non-physical, e.g. being made to look at inappropriate images.



Useful Contacts
Adults in school who lead on Safeguarding:

Ms J. Thomas
Headteacher

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs V. Rayner
Deputy Headteacher

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss S. Gonsalves
Safeguarding Manager



Attendance
School attendance is an important issue for all schools. At St Matthew’s, attendance levels for
most children are very good and contribute greatly to children doing well at school; for a
minority, attendance levels need to improve.

As a school, we are required to work with parents to ensure children are in school for at least
97% of the time, which works out to an absolute maximum of 6 days of school a year. You will
know how often your child is off school and whether their attendance could improve.

If children miss school on a regular basis their education
suffers and how well they do is affected.

We are looking forward to improving our attendance rates even more this year and hope that
we can rely on your support in getting your children to school every day.

At St Matthew’s Primary School, we believe that all children deserve the best education. In
order for every child to achieve their full potential, it is very important that they attend school
every day. We understand that on occasions your child may not be able to attend school due to
illness, but on the days that they are well enough they must be in school.

We thank you for your support and look forward to seeing your children in school every day.

Health and medicines
● Please inform us of any allergies or medical needs your child has
● We are only able to administer prescribed inhalers, long term prescribed medication

and those connected to life threatening conditions. You must complete a medication
form before we are able to administer any medication

● We are not able to administer antibiotics unless they are prescribed 4 times per day
● We are not able to administer any non-prescription medication, for example Calpol
● If your child has sickness or diarrhoea please keep them at home for 24 hours after

the symptoms have ceased and remember to call us on 01582 723970 to report
your child’s absence from school

● Headlice are sometimes found in school. Please consult a pharmacist for advice on
appropriate treatment and please inform your child’s teacher. Children can return to
school immediately after treatment. Doctors will prescribe headlice treatment if
asked

Parents/carers are encouraged to make all medical appointments out of school
hours



Lunch and Snacks
● We are a NUT FREE SCHOOL. NO NUT PRODUCTS are allowed in school, to protect

children with serious allergies
● Children in Year 6 are given the option for a St Matthew’s school dinner or a packed

lunch provided from home. All food is cooked freshly on the premises. Children eat their
dinner in a relaxed, friendly environment around a table.

● Children receive a free piece of fruit each day as part of a government healthy eating
initiative

Key Adults
Eagle Class Orchid Class Oak Class Wolf Class

Mrs Frampton-
McCready

(Class teacher)

Mr Kirkpatrick
(Class teacher)

Mrs Ahmed
(Class teacher)

Mr Miah
(Class teacher)

Supporting Adults:
Mrs Ryan
Ms Yule

Mrs Choudhury

The Year 6 Team Leader is Mrs Kirkpatrick.

PE
On their PE days, children should come into school wearing their PE kit. Our PE uniform is:

● Black shorts/leggings
● Plain white t-shirt (no designer logos or names)
● Trainers (any colour)
● Black/grey tracksuit or jogging bottoms and sweatshirt (no designer logos or names)
● No earrings

All items should be named to minimise losses.

Year 6 PE will place take place on the following days:

Eagle Class Wednesday & Thursday
Orchid Class Tuesday & Thursday
Oak Class Wednesday & Thursday
Wolf Class Tuesday & Thursday



Homework
In preparation for high school next year, it is our expectation that children complete the
homework that they are set on a weekly basis by their class teacher. Homework in Year 6 will
consist of three elements: reading, spelling and topic-related learning.

Reading - It is our expectation in Year 6 that your child reads at home with an adult on a
minimum of three occasions, however, daily reading is encouraged (and extremely beneficial for
your child’s progress). It is expected that your child’s Reading Record is signed by an adult at
least three times a week and children who complete this task will be given an additional house
point to help them work towards special prizes that will be awarded throughout the year. When
reading with your child, we encourage you to ask them questions about their books. These
questions can be based around the plot of the story, the characters or even the language used
within the book. If you feel unsure about the type of questions you can ask, there are some
generic, example questions you can use within the centre of your child’s Reading Record or you
can ask your child’s class teacher for more guidance. Once your child has completed their book,
they can take an Accelerated Reading Quiz in school to test their knowledge and understanding
of what they have read. This is a great way for the children to improve their comprehension
skills and take some ownership of their reading progress.

Spelling - Each week your child will be given a list of 10 words (6 of which will be taken from the
school’s Spelling Policy). Each week, these spellings will be either handed out as a paper copy,
or uploaded to Google Classroom for you children to access as and when needed. If you feel
that your child will not be able to access the spellings online, please ask your child’s teacher for
a paper copy so that your child does not miss out on learning their weekly spellings. Spelling
tests will take place each Friday and children who regularly score full marks on their tests will be
awarded a special prize at the end of each half term. As mentioned above, the spellings will be
taken from Spelling Policy which, in turn, have been taken from the Year 5 and 6 Spelling List. It
is essential that your children learns these words and any spelling rules that accompany them.

A full list of the Year 5/6 Spelling Word List can be found below:



Topic Related Learning - In a similar way to the reading and spellings, the children will also
receive a piece of homework related to learning that is taking place in class. This could be
linked to any subject (e.g. Geography, History, Science etc.) and will change on a weekly basis.
In general, like spellings, this homework will be placed on Google Classroom and the children
are expected to complete, and submit, the work before the given deadline. Once again, if you
feel that your child will be unable to access the work online, please ask for a paper copy from
your child’s teacher.



English in Year 6

In Year 6, English will predominantly be linked to a book for each half term. During the half term,
the children will read this book as a class, complete comprehension activities based on the
book, and write various different text types linked to the book. In English lessons, children will be
taught the features of a range of text types (e.g. diary entries, newspaper reports,
non-chronological reports etc.) as well as the skills required to write their own versions of these
text types. Children will move on from using basic punctuation (e.g. capital letters and full stops)
to focus more on higher level writing skills such as the use of subordination and figurative
language. In Reading, the children will be consolidating their retrieval and inferential skills
before learning how to answer evaluation questions. Children will continue to develop their
fluency skills

Unlike Maths and Reading this year, the end of KS2 assessment for writing will be teacher
assessed (there is no writing SATs paper). This means that your child’s teacher will assess your
child’s writing ability based on the work they have produced over the course of the year. The
government has given teachers the following criteria to assess the children against:



It is our aim for children to be working at the expected level (or above) by the time they leave us
in July.

Maths in Year 6



The national curriculum is designed to ensure all pupils become fluent in the fundamentals of
mathematics, solve problems and reason mathematically.

Fluency - Fluency is the bedrock of a child’s ability in maths.It is the foundation on which all of
their knowledge will be built upon and comes from them having a firm understanding of number
(e.g. place value, their able to count forwards and backwards in given jumps, and timetables
knowledge). If a child struggles with fluency in number, it usually follows that they will find the
other two elements (problem solving and reasoning) quite difficult. As such, in Year 6, we
continue to work on the children’s fluency skills by using a website called TT Rockstars (your
child will be aware of their login details), Rapid Recall Sheets and weekly Arithmetic tests. If you
feel your child needs more practice in these areas, please work on them at home or seek
assistance from their class teacher.

Problem Solving - Once the children have good fluency in maths, they will then be able to
apply these skills to problem solving activities e.g. word problems and/or investigations. In Year
6, the children will be faced with a wide range of problems and, throughout the year, we teach
the children a variety of techniques to help them solve these problems and build their
confidence to take on problems they may never have faced before. As long as the children’s
fluency skills are solid, they usually enjoy taking on these problems and apply their skills well to
solve them.

Reasoning - As well as building on the children’s fluency and problem solving skills, in Year 6
we strive to develop the children’s ability to reason. Reasoning is what we use to tackle a
problem and make connections between their mathematical learning (e.g. What will the 9th
number in a sequence be? How do you know?). For these problems, children will generally
have to think a lot deeper about the question and pull on their mathematical knowledge from all
areas. In some cases, children may already be provided with an answer to the problem but it is
the child’s task to prove whether or not this answer is actually correct. This can be quite a
challenging skill at times but something we make sure is part of every lesson we teach in Year 6
to ensure the children are exposed to such problems as frequently as possible.

Our School Calculation policy is available to view on the school website.

Other curriculum areas

Music: Over the course of the year, the children will take part in various music lessons to
develop their understanding of the history of music, vocabulary and language associated with
music, and how to compose and perform pieces of music.

Science: Throughout Year 6 children will develop an understanding of classification (sorting
animals), how lights and shadows function, begin to create electrical circuits, and investigate the
ideas of evolution and inheritance.



History: Children in Year 6 will learn how crimes and their punishments have changed over
time, how children coped through WWII as well as studying the ancient civilization of the
Mayans.

Geography: This year, children will learn how to read both 4 and 6 figure grid references on a
map (even exploring the local area in this way) and develop their understanding of human and
physical geography. This will see the children revisit and build on their previous knowledge of
rivers, mountains, continents, deforestation etc.

Computing: Our resident ICT technician will be working closely alongside the Year 6s this year
to develop their computing skills in preparation for Year 7. The children will be taught a range of
skills, from creating PowerPoints to debugging programmes (such as Scratch), and will round
the year off by taking on a project to showcase all of the skills they have learned.

Physical Education: Through the year, children will take part in weekly PE lessons to develop
their understanding of staying fit and healthy. These lessons will not only give the children the
opportunity to improve on their fitness levels, they will also enhance the children’s
understanding of the importance of a balanced diet as well as improving their teamwork skills.

Art: Art this year will see the children improving on their sketching skills by looking at various
different artists and their techniques. They will look closely at how shadows and light can bring a
drawing to life and use these skills to create their own mythical creatures linked to Harry Potter.

Design Technology: In Year 6, the children will be using their creative skills to make 3D dragon
eyes out of clay. The children will begin by using their sketching skills to plan their eyes, before
using a series of tools to bring their designs to life. Once complete, the children will also spend
time critiquing the work of their peers and evaluating their own work. They will also be following
a similar pattern of learning when creating their own pizzas in the summer term for our Healthy
Bodies and Nutrition topic.

Spanish: Over the year, children will build upon the basic conversational phrases they have
learned so far in Spanish, the children will have opportunities to speak in Spanish and, where
possible, write simple Spanish sentences. The children will also partake in a Spanish themed
day that will see them dive into the traditions and cultures of the Spanish people.

Year group award system
In Year 6 this year, the children will be sorted into one of four houses. The names of these
houses are Invictus (Undefeated), Veritas (Truth), Tenacitas (Determined) and Fortis (Strength).
Each week, the houses compete to earn points for their team. At the end of each week, the
winning house will win a small prize. As well as competing as a team, the children will also



record any points earned on an individual basis. Once a child reaches 30pts, they will receive
an additional little prize alongside a certificate in recognition of their achievement.

Useful websites
1. Google Classroom - this is used for homework, weekly note and classroom updates will

be posted here
2. TT Rockstars - this is used to support Maths learning both in the classroom and at home.

How to ask for help
Teachers across the year group are available before and after school should you need any help.
You can also email the front office outside these hours on admin.stmatthews@smps.uk. They
will forward on any concerns and arrange appointments to meet with the teachers should you
need it. Additionally, as Year 6 is a little different from other years (due to SATs), throughout the
year, we will be holding various parent workshops to help parents understand the assessments
and how best to prepare their child by supporting their learning at home.

www.stmatthewsluton.com

mailto:admin@smps.uk
http://www.stmatthewsluton.com

