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The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the safeguarding of children. 

Dear All, 
 
I am writing as I return to school today following my maternity leave over the 

past year...and what a year it has been for us all. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming your children back to school on Monday 8th March and 

starting on the road back to some kind of normality, hopefully without any set backs. 
 
I would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Rayner, ably supported by Mr Bell, Mr Parker and the 

entire St Matthew’s team for the tremendous effort and dedication they have shown to continue to 

get things as right as possible for our children and families in what has been an unprecedented time. 

Everyone has worked tirelessly and creatively to keep children’s learning moving forward, whilst 

keeping everyone’s safety, health and well-being in mind at all times. 
 
I know many of you have expressed your personal appreciation to the team and I thank you for 

that, your kind words have meant a lot. 
 

The reopening of St Matthew’s Primary School from Monday 8th March 2021 
 
As Mrs Rayner’s letter of last week stated the school day will continue to run as it did from September 

to December. All arrangements for drop off and collection times and gates will be exactly as they 

were. Please see attached map for a reminder of times and gates.  
 
We will be continuing with our very strict systems and procedures in school. Our recent Ofsted team 

recognised the effectiveness of the safety measures we have in place. These include but are not 

limited to: 
 

 Children remaining in class bubbles and only mixing within this strict group 

 Set times and places for each bubble to play outside, without mixing 

 Limited adults mixing with each bubble 

 Enhanced ventilation in all rooms 

 All staff and children washing hands and sanitising frequently 

 Children taught about hygiene and encouraged to catch coughs and sneezes 

 Strict cleaning procedures in place  

 Staff trained in how to respond appropriately if a child develops symptoms 

 Staff having access to rapid testing for themselves at home x 2 per week 

 Staff wearing masks in communal areas and at drop off and pick up times 

 
All our risk assessments have been reviewed and amended where necessary. I urge parents to only 

queue to drop or collect children at the set times. If you arrive early, please stand in a place that 

does not block the narrow pavements. Please also ensure that you socially distance from others and 

that you wear a face covering unless you are exempt.  
 
The government announced on 28th February that rapid testing is now available for households of 

school staff and families with primary age children twice weekly should families choose to do this. 
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From Monday 1 March, households with primary school, secondary school and college age children, including 
childcare and support bubbles, can test themselves twice every week at home as schools return from Monday 
8 March. Households, childcare and support bubbles of primary, secondary and college staff can also be 
tested. Twice-weekly testing will also be offered to adults working in the wider school community, including 
bus drivers and after school club leaders. The twice-weekly test kits can be accessed: 

 via employers if they offer testing to employees 
  at a local test site 
 by collecting a home test kit from a test site 
 by ordering a home test kit online 

 
We look forward to welcoming all children back to school on Monday in full school uniform. If you 

need any support with uniform please get in touch with Shaheen Hanif, our family worker on 01582 

723970 ext 214 or email  shaheenh@smps.uk and she’ll be happy to help. 

 
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation during these challenging times. 
 
Please take care, stay safe and we’ll see you on Monday! 
 

 
Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Ms Thomas 
Headteacher 
 


