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It has been another busy and eventful half term, thankfully with 
no snow to contend with, let’s hope it stays that way!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole sta� team 
for their dedication to St Matthew’s and hard work over this half 
term. As always everyone has worked and pulled together to 
keep the school working and feeling the way it should for your 
children despite some extraordinary challenges.
I am delighted Mrs Rayner will be Acting Head from March in my 
absence. I know the school will be in very safe hands and will 
keep moving forward.  Thank you to all of you who have 
supported some of the new things we have introduced this term 
including a before school Maths Club for Year 2 and Year 1 
Phonics ... children’s attendance at these sessions has really 
worked for them, with their confidence and ability really 
improving. Thank you for getting your children to these sessions. 
Thank you also to the teaching team for doing them.
Thank you to the Year 6 team and all they are doing to prepare the 
children for the end of Year 6 SATs. We are aiming to meet or beat 
national results this year, having met them last year. 
This is the last newsletter from me for a while, so I’d like to thank 
you all for the support and loyalty you have given to St Matthew’s 
during my time as head teacher, and I am sure you will continue 
to support Mrs Rayner and the team moving forward in the same 
way.
Best wishes to you all.

Friday 14 February
   SPRING TERM 1 ENDS
Monday 17 - Friday 21 February
   HALF TERM BREAK - SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 24 February
   SCHOOL RE-OPENS - SPRING 2
Thursday 27 February
   YEAR 3 SWIMMING LESSONS BEGIN

Thursday 2 April
   SPRING TERM 2 ENDS
Friday 3 April
   STAFF TRAINING DAY
Friday 3 April - Sunday 19 April
   EASTER HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 20 April
   SCHOOL RE-OPENS - SUMMER 1

Thursday 30 April / Friday 1 May
   YEAR 5 SLEEPOVER VISIT TO
   WINCHESTER SCIENCE MUSEUM
Friday 8 May
   VE DAY BANK HOLIDAY
   - SCHOOL CLOSED

FORTHCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Congratulations to our Foundation Stage team who have recently 
been awarded the prestigious Gold Star For Transition from 
Flying Start Luton.
 The Flying Start Gold Award for Transition focuses on 

best practice guidelines for childcare settings 
and schools. The aim is to support a family to 
prepare their child for the new stage in their 

education and assist the child to make the journey into 
their new environment as seamlessly as possible.
 Our Foundation Stage team prepared a portfolio which 
was presented to the Flying Start assessors to enable to them to 
judge how well we work with parents, carers and nurseries in 
helping children get ready to start school.

GOLD STAR FOR FS

YEAR FOUR 
PRODUCTION

Our Year 4 classes will be 
presenting their version of 
Joseph And His Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat at the 
end of term before Easter. 
Keep an eye out for further information!

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL
We cannot stress too highly the need for all families to 
appreciate that WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL. We have pupils in 
school whose health would be seriously a�ected if they are 
exposed to nut products - for some the e�ects could be 
life-threatening. Some parents and carers are still sending in 
packed lunches for their children which contain Nutella 
chocolate spread sandwiches and chocolate-filled 
croissants. When sta� find see these products being eaten, they 
will take them from the child. If it continues we will call parents 
to collect their child to eat their lunch at home. This is a serious 
health and safety matter - please think how you would feel if it 
were your child who was allergic to nuts.

Thank you to everyone who voted for St Matthew’s Primary School when 
they visited The Mall during last year’s summer holiday. Celebrating fifty 
years since the first moon landing, the Mall’s SPACE CAMP o�ered the 
school with the most votes the chance to have a PLANETARIUM 
EXPERIENCE at their school. We are thrilled to tell you that we received 
the most votes and the PLANETARIUM EXPERIENCE will be arriving at 
our school early in the summer term after the Easter holiday.

WATCH THIS SPACE!



There have been a number of sta�ing changes recently.
In Year 1, Mrs Iqbal will be taking over the 
responsibility for  Snowdrop Class following Miss 
Higgins's departure. We are extremely grateful to 
Mrs Jagoe for leading Snowdrop Class during the 
last few months.
In Year 2, Mrs Kane (formerly Miss Stewart) starts a new teaching 
appointment closer to her home in Buckingham, so her role in 
Squirrel Class, shared with Mrs Maclean, will be taken up by Miss 
Stuckey until the end of the year.
In Year 3, with Miss Perera being absent for the foreseeable 
future, Mrs Begum will share the responsibility for Robin Class 
with Mrs Morris.
We already shared the news with all parents and carers about 
Ms Thomas's maternity leave. Ms Thomas's last day will be Friday 
28 February and Mrs Rayner will be Acting Headteacher from 
Monday 2 March. Mr Bell and Mr Parker will be Acting Deputy 
Headteachers from that date also.

STAFFING CHANGES

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended our 
Consultation Evenings this week. It was lovely to hear so many 
positive comments from parents as they left following their 
discussions with their child’s teachers.

@StMatthewsLutonwww.stmatthewsluton.com

WEATHER ZONE
Thank you to all parents and pupils for their support on the 
launch of our joint charity event with Putteridge Primary 
School.
We kicked o� our part of the campaign with a Non-Uniform Day 
which raised £700.
Along with other events held at Putteridge Primary 
School, and individual donations by more than 
one hundred supporters, our online total has 
this week just passed £5000.
Mrs Rayner is writing an interesting and informative blog all 
about her training preparations for the 60km walk from Luton to 
Cambridge. It is being published as part of the Year 3 blog, so 
why not have a read during the half term break? 

https://smpsyear3blog.wordpress.com 
If you would like to make a personal donation, just go to 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ameliesamblers or 
there is a direct clickable link on the right hand side of our school 
website homepage.
Watch this space for news of one of our world-famous Cake 
Sales coming soon.

During the chilly winter weeks, we hope to be able to 
open every day, but who knows what the weather 
conditions will be? We’ve had lots of wind and rain 
... but we might still get some snow.
We have a designated Weather Zone on our school website to 
keep you informed of our procedures on frosty and snowy days.

www.stmatthewsluton.com/weather/
Keep an eye on this section of our website should the weather 
become challenging.

AMELIE’S AMBLERS

GOVERNORS’ VISITS
We recently held two afternoons when members of our 
Governing Body have visited to see the work of the school in two 
focused areas.
The first, back in November, focused on reading and our 
governors saw how reading is taught from the Foundation Stage 
to Year 6.
Their second visit concentrated on the school curriculum - 
particularly the foundation subjects (History, Geography, Music, 
Art, Computing, PE, etc.)
On both occasions the visiting governors observed teaching and 
learning activities in various classes and they met with groups of 
children who spoke confidently about their learning and 
progress. The children did us proud and the governors were 
extremely impressed with everything they saw. Our parent 
governors were especially pleased to know that their children, 
and of course yours, receive such a diverse, exciting and 
challenging curriculum here at St Matthew's.
The role of a school governor is a voluntary one and 
we are grateful to ours for making the time within 
their own busy schedules to attend these events.

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
We have two recent sporting success stories to 
report: one of our teams who recently competed in 

the Luton Boccia tournament (it’s a bit like bowls!) 
returned as champions and will go forward to 
represent Luton in the county competition.

Our excellence in table tennis continues with our 
girls team reaching the regional finals of the 
schools table tennis national tournament.
Well done to all of our sports participants for the 
way they represent the schools. We have some r e a l l y 
talented competitors who always conduct themselves admirably 
and behave as true ambassadors for St Matthew’s. We are proud 
of all of our team members.

COVER SUPERVISORS
Congratulations to Miss Laurajoy Newman, Mrs Komorun 
Choudhury and Mrs Lisa Gavin who were all successful 
recently in their applications to become part of our internal 
cover team.
Their appointments mean that our pupils will continue to 
receive quality first teaching from adults they already know 
when their own class teacher is attending a meeting or 
training course.


