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ECO
On the 6th November, the Eco Team caught a train into London 
to spend the day learning about climate change and what some 

people are doing to address this hugely important issue.

school
The team started the day by attending the 
launch of the Into Film Festival at the British 
Film Institute on the Southbank. To kick off the 
three week UK wide festival, Into Film hosted the 
premiere of the new movie ‘2040’ by Damon 
Gameau. 

The film presents an optimistic view of what 
the year 2040 could look like if we adopted 
environmentally friendly practices now that 
would help slow down or even reverse the effects of climate change. After the screening Damon answered 
questions about his work which was live streamed to around 10,000 other children across the UK who had also 
just watched the film!

It was then time to head for Bloomberg HQ, which last year was the world’s most environmentally friendly and 
sustainable office building in the world. The team walked down the Southbank, across the Millennium Bridge 
towards St Paul’s Cathedral and through the busy streets of the city. As they walked they discussed what they 
had seen in the movie, and imagined what London could look like in the year 2040. 

We were lucky enough to have a short tour of the Bloomberg building and see how it has been designed to be 
fully sustainable. It was like seeing the future they had imagined!

Our final stop was the Sky Garden, which is a 
great example of green space in a very built 
up area. There were incredible views across 
London and the children were able to see some 
roof top gardens and solar panels. From here 
they discussed how some of the things in the 
film might be able to work in towns and cities 
to make them more environmentally friendly 
and sustainable. 
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We were delighted and incredibly fortunate to 
be able to arrange for Damon to come and visit 
St Matthew’s a few weeks after the premiere in 
London. He had been travelling all across the UK 
talking about the film and managed to squeeze 
in one last stop in Luton before flying home to 
Australia.

We began our day by cramming years 4, 5 and 
6 into the hall for an assembly where Damon 
showed clips from the film and talked a little 
about each. It focused on some ways we can 
reduce and even reverse some of the impact of climate change through different approaches to transport, 
farming and even by restoring seaweed farms in our oceans. This draws down lots of carbon from the 
atmosphere and is really good for marine life! The children asked some brilliant questions afterwards.

It was a fantastic morning and got us really excited about our plans to improve 
our environmental impact. Be sure to check out the post on our website all about 
our time with Damon, and keep an ear out for our interview with him in the first 

episode of our new podcast in January!

Damon joined us for a quick tour of the 
school where we showed him some of our 
environmental challenges, like car emissions 
from the surrounding roads and the limited 
amount of green space on the site. Some of 
the team told Damon about the ideas we have 
to try and tackle some of these issues, like the 
planting of 100 trees on the school grounds and 
the plans for our walled garden project. 

We finished our morning in the common room. 
The Eco Team hosted a summit beginning with 
an opening statement explaining why they 
want to see change. This was followed by a 
presentation explaining some of the ideas they 
have for moving forward.

The children spoke brilliantly. Both Damon and 
Mrs Thomas listened and had some helpful 
ideas in response too!


