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It is hard to believe we are almost at the end 
of the academic year 2018/19. It has been a 
busy half term, with an even busier one to 
come!

I would like to thank you all for your support 
over the last term, the support you gave your 
children in their learning (help at home makes a 
world of di�erence) and your support for our 
community and charity events, especially our 
mammoth Macmillan fundraiser in memory of 
our talented young colleague, Miss Krstic, who 
sadly died last year.

A special mention needs to go to Year 6 who 
have just done their SAT tests. I've been 

teaching, Mrs Rayner's been teaching, Year 6 
teachers have been doing one-to-one tuition 
early morning and after school to give all of 
them the best chance of passing with flying 
colours. I have been so proud of their attitude 
to practise, practise, practise and their 
determination to do well.

This week, our high school colleagues have 
visited Year 6 too, to start their move to high 
school and our reception teachers are out and 
about visiting nurseries to meet children 
joining us in September.

Enjoy the half term break with your families 
and let's hope the sun keeps shining.

Dear Parents / Carers

Ms �omas

QUEEN BEE BIKE & HIKE
This half term has seen the culmination of 

months of hard work from so many di�erent 
people, not least Mr Chaplen and his team of 
cyclists, who successfully completed their ride 
from York, and all the sta� and friends of the 
school who walked the 10km from Barton to St 
Matthew’s.

Our initial target of raising £5000 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support was absolutely 
blown away with the total raised reaching the 
sum of:

£10,952
We have received a commendation from the 

Just Giving online donation website for being 
in the top 1% of more than 41,000 fundraisers 
who used the website during April 2019.

This event was done in memory of our 
colleague Miss Emma Krstic and we were 
honoured and privileged to have members of 
her family join us on the walk over Warden Hills.

We could not have achieved such a 
phenomenal result without the support of all of 
our pupils and their parents and carers, and for 
this we say a heartfelt and sincere “Thank 
you!”

OUT AND ABOUT
We love to take our pupils out into the local 

and wider community to enhance their 
learning with exciting opportunities. 
Recently, Year 4 classes visited Kidzania, 
Year 3 visited London and Year 2 visited 
Woburn Safari Park. We know that the 
children will be great ambassadors for the 
school in their behaviour and enthusiasm on 
visits such as these. One member of the 
public, Joe, who was travelling on the train 
from London to Luton, was so impressed 
that he took the time to find our school 
website to send us the following message:

SICKNESS AND DIARRHOEA
If your child is unwell with sickness and/or 

diarrhoea, to prevent the spread of any 
infection, they should be kept at home for a 
minimum of 24 hours after the symptoms 
disappear. Most cases of vomiting or 
diarrhoea get better without treatment, but if 
the symptoms persist, consult your family 
doctor.

ON MY TRAIN TODAY, I SHARED A 
CARRIAGE WITH A GROUP OF YOUR 
YOUNGSTERS TRAVELLING HOME FROM 
A SCHOOL TRIP. WHAT EXCITED BUT 
PLEASANT TRAVELLING COMPANIONS, 
AS WERE THEIR TEACHERS. YOUR 
SCHOOL SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF 

THEM. WELL DONE.PREMISES IMPROVEMENTS
If you have recently attended one of our class 

assemblies, you might have noticed that we 
sometimes have di�iculty creating a clear 
image on the screen from our digital projector. 
During the Easter holiday we had new 
automatic window blinds installed in both 
halls which will enable us to reduce the 
intrusive light from outside and provide a better 
experience for assemblies and other 
presentations.

In response to parents’ requests to improve 
the access to the school grounds from High 

Town Road, we have widenened the entrance to 
include a double gate. We have already 
received positive comments from parents, 
particularly those who struggled with 
pushchairs before this access was enhanced.

If you come to the Key Stage 1 Hall or the 
Family Centre, you will also notice the new 
carpeting in the corridors in these areas, 
which matches the colour scheme throughout 
the Year 4, 5 and 6 corridors.

Finally, we have major electrical rewiring 
works scheduled for the summer holiday in the 
Key Stage 2 building.



PEOPLE’S CAFĒ
We are supporting the scheme to open a café 

in People’s Park.
We believe a community facility such as this 

will enhance the safety of the park, where many 
of our pupils go to play in the evenings and at weekends.

For more information and to find out the latest news about this 
project, follow @CafeLuton on Twitter or visit the Community section 
of our own website at www.stmatthewsluton.com.

@StMatthewsLutonwww.stmatthewsluton.com

ACCELERATED READING

All children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 take part in our Accelerated 
Reading Scheme. They read high quality, exciting, enjoyable and 
thought-provoking books and then use our iPad and Kindle tablets to 
answer questions to assess their understanding of the book they have 
just read. As children pass these reading quizzes, the number of words 
these books comprise is added to their individual word count. The 
following children have all passed the following MILLION WORDS 
milestones:

• Adrian, Amelia, Arleen, Hamza, Kalim, Laibah, Martin, Mayank, 
Naila, Sami, Uarda, Zahra, Zahura - 1 million words

• Daisy, Lyndsey - 2 million words
• Mariyah - 3 million words
• Omrito - 4 million words

Keep an eye on the front page of our website for regular updates 
about how Accelerated Reading is improving standards throughout 
Key Stage 2.

TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS
Understanding of multiplication and the quick recall of the times 

tables facts are essential for reaching the expected standard in 
mathematics. Times Tables Rock Stars is proving to be an exciting 
way to help the children to practise their tables. They enjoy competing 
against their friends, taking part in a Battle of the Bands with other 
classes and, in particular, they love to challenge their teachers! As they 
increase the speed at which they can answer times tables questions, 
the children progress through the Times Tables Rock Stars levels. The 
highest level is to become a ROCK HERO which means they can 
answer multiplication and division questions at a rate of less than one 
second per question.

Here is our ROCK HERO TOP TEN:

ASSESSMENT MODERATION
Congratulations to Miss McBarron, Miss Powell and 

Mr Kirkpatrick who have completed the training and 
successfully met the standards to become Local 
Authority assessment moderators and will support other Luton 
schools in their curriculum assessments. In carrying out this work, 
these teachers will be able to gather exciting learning ideas from other 
schools and add them to our own curriculum to enhance the learning 
experiences of St Matthew’s pupils.

SAFE IN THE SUN
This time last year, we were at the start of a 
record-breaking heatwave. Will the weather be the 
same this year?
 Please remember to protect your child with 
appropriate sun block and provide them with a hat 
to wear outdoors.

For more information, go to:
https://soltansunready.com/for-families

SATS TESTS
Well done to our pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 for completing 

their End of Key Stage assessments recently. We know all the 
children worked as hard as possible to do the best they could 
and that is all we can ask and expect from them.

Good luck to Year 1 pupils, who will complete their Phonics Tests after 
the half term break.


