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Year 5 have been blasting off all over the 
galaxy this term! Be sure go and take a 
look at their trip to the Space Museum 
and Snapdragon’s stellar assembly!

Year 4 have been busy broadcasting their 
fantastic new podcast! There’s plenty of fun 
and games to be had featuring our very own 
children and teachers. Make sure you go and 
have a listen!

There have been a lot of magical goings 
on in Year 6 lately. Not least their trip to 
the Warner Brothers Harry Potter Studios. 
Check out the pictures on the Year 6 Blog!

There has been some seriously amazing 
homework coming out of Year 1 this term, and 
a lot of trophies handed out for great art, maths 
and english work. Go see for yourselves! 

Our Foundation Stage children have had a 
very curious visitor recently. Catch up with 
the FS Blog to see what the Elf on the Shelf 
has been up to!

It looks like Mr Impey has taken over the 
Year 2 Blog... anything could happen! 

St Matthew’s Blogs

www.stmatthewsluton.com/blogs
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Hello and welcome to the very first issue of St Matthew's Magazine!

We are really excited to finally be putting out our first publication. We have tried 
to bring together all the exciting news and events happening and coming up across 
the school. We are only just getting started and hope to see this grow in ways 
we can’t even imagine yet!

This magazine belongs to the pupils and wider community of St Matthew’s Primary and 
we want you to feel like it’s yours. So if you have an idea or have a story to tell 
then please come and talk to us, or leave a note in our school magazine post box!

We hope you enjoy the first issue and keep journeying with us as we move forward!

The St Matthew’s Magazine Press Team

  Ella, Paimaan, Merien, Inese, Naila, Asman, CJ, 
   Emily, Ayaan, Emaan & Jenkins

Welcome to the First Issue!
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In the new year, St Matthew’s will be making some big moves towards 
becoming a more eco-friendly school. We sat down with Mr Chaplen to 
talk about the plans and what we can expect to see from January onwards.

ECOambitions

Our short-term aim is to decrease the amount of 
paper being used in school as well as eliminating the 
use of ‘one use’ plastic bottles by aiming to provide 
each child with a reusable bottle. 

Our long-term aim is to gain Eco Schools Status and 
make recycling a natural part of the school day. By 
pairing our recycling work with our push on Active 
School Runs we hope to lower the school’s carbon 
footprint as well as encourage our children to take 
their new-found knowledge of the importance of 
recycling back home with them.”

We’ll be checking back in with Mr Chaplen in the new year to see how things 
are progressing with our aim to become a more eco-friendly school.

“This year we have started working towards gaining 
our Mode Shift Stars accreditation, this is an award 
for schools who promote Sustainable Travel and Road 
Safety.

One of the key areas that we are looking to improve on 
at St Matthew’s is our RECYCLING. As well as our bid 
to improve the children’s activity levels by promoting 
Active School Runs, we are also aiming to decrease 
our paper wastage and plastic bottle usage.



Fashion 

Tips
With Mr Impey

I loved Bright Day so much, mainly because this is how I 
dress outside of school all the time. So I thought I’d take 
the opportunity to give you all some of my awesome 
fashion advice. Here’s a run down of my outfit!

Luminous Headband
Headbands aren’t just for 
when doing sports, they are 
an essential fashion accessory 
for all occasions! Plus they 
keep your forehead nice and 
warm on these chilly winter 
mornings!

Name Tag
ID Badges are a must 
all year round, not only 
because you can attach 
cool things like whistles 
to them, but also because I 
keep forgetting my name... 
This way I always know 
who I am!

Plum Hoodie
Who says a hoodie needs 
to go OVER your other 
clothes!? Stand out from 
the crowd by wearing it 
underneath! 

Super Bright Top
It’s important to be noticed 
at all times, not just by cars 
and bicycles, but you never 
know when a modelling 
talent scout will be walking 
nearby. Happens to me all 
the time!

Classic Black Trousers 
Every wardrobe needs a 
pair. Sometimes keeping 
it simple is the best way... 
plus they hide the stains 
from when I drop my 
dinner on my lap.

Whatever These Things Are
I know what you’re thinking... 
Where can you get a pair of 
these!? Sorry folks, I hand-
knit them myself!

Black Plimpsoles
These are the same pair I wore for 
PE when I was a child at school 
43 years ago... my feet have never 
grown. I’m still a size 4!



Seven months ago, five brave St Matthew’s staff members set off 
on their bikes for the sunny shores of Brighton. We bring you this 
special report to find out if the team’s legs have recovered yet and 
whether or not Mr Horton ever got round to learning the correct 
lyrics to Let It Go…

St Matthew's 
Staff Cycle 
to the Sea!



We were joined on the day not only by the 
Mayor of Luton, Tahir Khan, but by Olympian 
Professor Greg Whyte, whose vast experience in 
the world of sport was both and encouragement 
and inspiration for the pupils and the riders.  
Moments before the ride, Greg commented “It is a 
gargantuan challenge, but they look like they are 
up for it… It’s all for a fantastic cause.” He then 
stayed to lead some assemblies for the children 
back at school.

But no doubt the main source of encouragement for the 
cyclists came from the St Matthew’s pupils themselves 
as they literally lined the streets around the school 
gates waving handmade banners and flags, chanting for 
their chosen staff member. Siobhan, one of the cyclists 
supporting the charity said “It was amazing to be waved 
off by hundreds of children flying flags and wishing us 
luck!”

And so off they peddled, the chants of the children fading 
away in the distance as the set off for the south coast, the 
road stretched before them for an epic 93 miles!

April 28th seems like a long time ago now. But to 
Mr Impey, Mr Parker, Mr Webb, Mr Chaplen and Mr 
Horton the memories are still as fresh as the sea air 
on Brighton Pier. But what was it all about? Who in 
their right mind would cycle 93 miles just for an ice 
cream and a paddle?!

As it turns out, there was a lot more to it than that. 
They were raising money for a local charity called 
Level Trust, whose main mission is to help provide 
essential school uniform items for children in families 
who struggle for the money to afford them. They 
believe that “poverty shouldn’t stop children from 
loving to learn.”



After a huge effort from everyone involved, the amount raised by St Matthew’s 
staff had come to £1557. Added together with the team that rode on to Paris it 
totalled £8457. Money that has gone on to provide much needed assistance for 
families in our community. We are immensely proud of our staff and the whole 
team that took part!

Meanwhile back at St Matthew’s, the pupils and 
teachers were keeping up with their progress 
via social media, sending encouragement and 
challenges through to the riders. 

One challenge involved Mr Horton singing his own 
rendition of Let It Go whilst cycling down a busy 
London road. Though we’re not sure Elsa would 
recognise his lyrics as they we’re almost definitely 
made up on the spot!

When they had finally reached the Pier 12 hours later, emotions were running high. Exhausted but 
proud, the team congratulated each other before treating themselves to a well earned burger!

When asked about his memories of the day, Mr Impey said “I definitely felt anxious before the ride 
and by the end my legs were in excruciating pain. It was very emotional because we knew that all 
the hard work had payed off.”

For Mr Parker it had been a particularly 
big accomplishment “I hadn’t ridden a 
bike in 10 years before starting to train 
for the event, so finishing felt like a huge 
achievement.”

Mr Horton recalled “Afterwards I felt like I’d 
been hit by a train, but we knew that it was 
going to have an impact on the lives of local 
families. Also, I still don’t know the actual 
words to Let It Go...”



Hi Jane! So, what inspired the idea of starting Level Trust?
One of our founders grew up in Luton and his mum couldn’t afford to buy him school shoes. He 
didn’t want other children to have to experience that too, so decided to set up a charity to help 
children in Luton today. 

How was the money raised by the ride used?
The money from the cycle ride helped us set up our Uniform Exchange which provides free school 
uniform to children all over Luton. Any family can come in to the exchange and swap uniform they 
have finished with for uniform they need. 

Who benefited?
Any school aged child in Luton can use the exchange with their families - so every child in Luton 
can benefit if they want to!

Why do you do charity work?
I think Luton is a great place to live and I really enjoy learning from all the many different people 
here. However, like every town, Luton isn’t perfect. 25% of families in Luton struggle for money and 
I don’t think this is fair. I think we can make Luton an even better place by making sure it is fair for 
every child and every family. Level Trust helps to do this by making sure children have the things 
they need for school, even if money is tight at home. That is why I love working for Level Trust. 

What does Level Trust mean to you?
Through working for Level Trust I get to make children and parents happy every day. I can’t think 
of a more rewarding thing to do. I feel very honoured to be able to use the things I am good at and 
the things I enjoy to make a difference to others in this way. 

What was your favourite memory from the day of the ride?
Watching the riders all cycle around the roundabout at Trocadero Square near the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris. It was an amazing feeling to know the team had done it! I also enjoyed eating lots of ham 
and cheese!

We caught up with Founding Director Jane Malcolm to 
find out more about Level Trust and the day of the ride

To find out more about Level Trust you can visit their website at www.leveltrust.org

You’ll also find more info and a short film from the day of the Luton to Brighton cycle ride on 
our school website at www.stmatthewsluton.com



National Space Centre

This year, Year 6 are basing a lot of their work around 
the theme of Harry Potter. They were lucky enough to 
recently visit the Making of Harry Potter at the Warner 
Bros Studios down the road in Leavesden where much 
of the movies were actually filmed! The children were 
able to walk through real sets with original props and 
costumes on display.

A Year 6 child told us a little about their experience 
saying “It felt like I was in the film. I was on the 
Quidditch pitch and it felt like I was with Harry Potter. 
When I went to the Leaky Cauldron I could feel the 
presence of Hagrid!” Another told us that “There were 
loads of Death Eaters walking around because it was 
Halloween. It was scary but I loved it!”

Be sure to swing by the Year 6 Blog to check out all 
the pictures from the day.

This term Year 5 have been exploring the 
topic of Space and were lucky enough to 
pay a visit to the National Space Centre in 
Leicester. 

The children experienced loads of amazing 
interactive learning including the opportunity 
to operate machines, go inside a space 
shuttle simulator and watch a 360-degree 

space film in the Planetarium! One Year 5 child said “It was great to try something new, 
especially the flight simulator!”

You can see all of the pictures from the day on the Year 5 Blog!

Harry Potter World



This November all the children 
from Year 1 to 6 (that’s 720 
pupils!) were lucky enough to 
visit Cineworld Luton as part of 
the Into Film Festival, the worlds 
largest free film education festival. 

Into Film are a charity that encourage young people to explore film both as watchers and makers. 
The Into Film Festival happens over 3 weeks in over 600 cinemas across the UK showing around 
3000 different films. We went to see

Year 1 - Trolls
Year 2 - Captain Underpants
Year 3 - The Nut Job
Year 4 - Boss Baby
Year 5 - The LEGO Batman Movie
Year 6 - The Eagle Huntress

Different Year Groups used their films for review writing, class discussions and for the pure 
experience of seeing a movie on the big screen. You’ll find our short review of the Eagle Huntress 
on page 14.

Ella from Oak Class has been the first child to reach 1,000,000 
words in our Accelerated Reading programme! Accelerated 
reading track the books the children are reading, keeping the 
word count as they progress. At the end of each book the 
children also complete a quiz on what they have read.

Ella told us that “Getting to 1,000,000 words felt brilliant! 
I love reading because you learn lots, stories take me to 
another world and it makes me become a better writer.”

Ella received a certificate for her achievement and some 
book vouchers to spend! Well done Ella!

A C C E L E R A T E D 
READING



Another week, another non-uniform day! This time not to raise money, but to raise 
awareness about the importance of road safety. Road Safety Week took place 
from 20 - 24th November and the children got up to all kinds of activities to learn 
how to stay safe around roads. 

On the final day of the week everyone dressed up in BRIGHT 
clothing. This is especially important at St Matthew’s because 
we are surrounded by roads on all sides.

Years 4 and 5 took part in a competition to see who could 
design the best road safety poster. Check out the winners on 
the school website. You’ll also be able to see them hanging 
up around the outside of the school. Great work everybody!!

One member of the local community commented though our website “I’ve just 
seen your posters for Road Safety Aware Week outside 
your school. I thought what a fantastic job your pupils 
have done. Congratulations to all. The one that stands out 
for me is Year 5 Aryan. Beautiful colours, simple and to 
the point. Please offer a big well done from me!”

You’ll find more pictures on the school website.

Year 4 were recently visited by the Young 
Shakespeare Company and enjoyed a performance 
of the classic play Macbeth. In true Shakespearian 
style the play featured scary witches, plotting and 
deception of every kind and the odd murder or 
two!

MACBETH

Road Safety Week



CHILDREN IN NEED
Once again we got spotty for Children in Need! Our 
non-uniform day managed to raise £640 which will 
go to causes supporting children all across the UK 
who are in difficult situations. Thanks to everyone 
that took part!

Follow 

@ActiveStMatts

SPORTS 
NEWS



Reviews

Super Mario Odyssey is the latest instalment in the Mario library, and one 
of the best games Nintendo has ever created. It is a mix of lovely visuals 

and great gameplay. I think Nintendo has outdone themselves 
making this new Mario game. I am addicted - in a good way! This 
is a must have game for any Nintendo Switch owner!

I think that the new Diary of a Wimpy Kid story is one of the 
best yet. Especially the comedy romance near the end of the 
book. The look has stayed true to the original comic book style 

and is really good. I personally think Jeff Kinney’s series just 
keeps getting better and better!

The Eagle Huntress is a documentary that follows the story of a 13 year old 
girl named Aisholpan from Mongolia as she tries to become an Eagle Hunter 
in a culture where only men have before. It is filled with adventure and is 
beautiful to look as the scenery is stunning. Anyone who enjoys nature will 
love it.

I found Aisholpan inspirational and she taught me two great 
lessons; you can do whatever you want if you are willing 
to work for it, and girls and boys are equally capable and 
important.

Super Mario Odyssey

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Getaway

The Eagle Huntress

Reviews by Ella, Paimaan & Merien



It’s competition time! Draw us your best picture of what Christmas means to you and you could win 
prizes in the new year! Not only that but we will feature your drawing in the next issue of St Matthew’s 
Magazine!

Fill in your name and class below, cut this page along the dashed line and return your entries to the 
school reception. Deadline for entries is 5/1/18 and winners will be picked soon after. 

Name: Class:



A St Matthew’s Publication


